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Only thus, however, can the emptiness of the
Sepulchre be explained. If the Master had recovered
after Joseph and Nicodemus had rolled the stone, He
must subsequently have expired, and His body would
have been found there on Sunday morning. The tomb
was closed with a great stone, so heavy that three
strong peasant women doubted their power to move it.
No man with lacerated hands and feet, with torn
muscles and dislocated joints, could have done so.
But, if Joseph) who believed in the Master's inno-
cence (Luke xxiii, 50, 51), had been charitable enough
to give honourable burial to'the bloody wreck of an
executed felon's body, he would certainly not have
been brute enough to have returned a swooning,
wounded man to be tortured again. Therefore Joseph
may have taken Him from the Tomb, and secretly
restored Him to life. But He must have died during
the nursing, and was secretly buried, as Joseph, for his
own safety's sake, dared not let it be known that he
had resuscitated a criminal condemned by the Roman
power.
That, certainly, would explain the Riddle of the
Empty Tomb, but the probabilities axe against it.
Firstly, the centurion is not likely to have been mis-
taken. Secondly, it would be stretching coincidence
rather far to suppose that the crucified man should
recover in the very nick of time for Joseph to have
found him alive. Thirdly, surely by some means, if
this had really occurred, Marymother would have been
brought by a compassionate Joseph to the side of her
Son, especially if He was again about to pass away;
though Joseph from fear and the Oriental disregard